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FARM SITUATION 


1948 PEAK PEACETINE PRODUCTION YEAR’ 


The year just ended has been, by any measure, the busiest in the pountry 


, peacetime history. More peop le have been at work, the industries -have - 


” 


turned out more goods, and the farnis have produced larger crops than ever 


. before. . The Federal Reserve Board's | index of industrial production has 
, averaged about 192 (1935-39 = 100), an ineréase of 3 ‘percent over’ 1947", 


the previous peacetime record year. Crop production; according: to -the- 


. Department of Agriculture, has been’9. percent above ‘the previous -peak in 


1946. The output of animal produtts has beén a litte lower , -refleéting 


_ the -short.feed crops of 1947, but the abundant féed ‘supplies now‘ion tharid 
, are; already ine reasing ponltry, dairy and mé at produetion: again. : It. fol- 


lows from these facts _that the general standard (of living. is.also’ the. hcl 
est in our histcry 
Review of National City Bank of New York, January 1949, Be 1, 


ECONOWTC SITUATION CONTINUES STRONG DESPITE SOFTENING DEMAND FOR’ NON . 
DURABLES 


Wholesale prices of farm products have dropped 9 percent since mid~August. 
A seasonal strengthening is likely in, the next month or two, Despite some 
softening in demand for nondurable: goods, the economic situation continues 
to show underlying strength with industrial products near peak levels.. re 
Demand and Price Situation, Jan. 12, 1949, -p. 1. 
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PRICES FOR RAW COTTON AND COTTON FABRICS DECLINE DURI]G 1948 RUT REMAIN . . 
ABOVE AVERAGE 1946 LEVELS 


Although cotton prices were'not much”lower for the entire year of 1948 than 
for 1947, they dropped considerably with the large 1946 crop. On January 


13, 1949 Middling 15/16". cotton was pric ed:at 35. 9 cents as compared with 


36.8 cents in January 1948, and 58.9 cents, in May , 1948, when cotton prices 
were at their highest 1948 level. The spread between cotton and rayon’ 
staple prices narrowed considerably during | the year, but rayon still was 
lower in price on January 13,1949. Prices of most fabrics and mill mar- 
gins have declined steeply aan the peaks attained in early 1948, as the 
cotton textile industry returned to a buyer's market, 
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Table 1.— Prices of raw cotton, rayon staple, and cotton fabrics, 
and cotton mill margins in. cents. 


— : ; : Cotton fabrics o; : Print 


Year : Cotton : Rayon: Price : Mill ishestthes Oobeel cloth 
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1/ Cotton Middling 15/16", delivered at mill, lb, 

2/ Rayon, viscose staple, price to mill of: same amount of usable fiber as sup- 
plied by one pound of cotton (rayon price x,89), 

3/ Cotton fabrics, average 17 constructions, 

4/ Price of approximate quantity of cloth obtainable from a pound of cotton 

~ with adjustment for saleable waste (Cotton Branch, PMA), 

5/ Difference between cloth prices and prices (losmarket average) of cotton 
assumed to be-used in each kind of cloth (Cotton Branch, PMA). 

6/ Prices per yard as quoted in Daily Mill Stoek Reporter PSs following: 

~ Sheeting, 37" 4.00; Peneti e 36" 2, 353 and Printcloth, 383" 5.35. 


COTTON CONSU'PTION DOWN, STOCKS UP IN 1948 


Consumption of cutton during the 1948 calendar year was 9,097,446 
bales, or 459 thousand bales less than. the 1947 consumption, but 1,075 thousand 
bales more than during 1940, The December 1948 consumption of 680,670 bales 


was 72,736 bales less than in December 1947.. On December $1, 1948, cotton on 
hand had increased to an estimated 10,5 million bales, the most since 
December, 1945. Spindle activity lageed during the last month of 1948, 
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Table e.— Cotton consumption and stocks, and spindle hours 
in cotton mills, 1940-48 


ae 3 ~~ 7 ““Taverage active tAverage spindle 
Year t Consumption : On hand 1/ :spindle hours : activity: 
2 : Wapoe ~ $ per month 2/ $.per month 2 i 
Bales :  I,000 Bales: Billions — err “Percent 
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LOG aeten Codes 4! 9,555,646 : 7,638 : Gel, 124.6 
Ode re tate vest 4087, Aaes hae STO AG : 9,6 124.1 
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. L998, Receeat..? 680, 670 : 10 °461 845 104.1 
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1/ Stocks on hand as of December Slst. — 
2/ Average of 12 months of each year for yearly data. 
3/ Spindle activity as percent of 80 hour capacity, Includes activity on 
fibers other than cotton. Avzrage of Sphere for-1z Wpschiiatin saat Gap 
data. 


From Census - reports. ‘ 


DECLINE, IN T?XTILE EXPOTS ACCOUNTS FOR ALL DECLINE IN COTTON CONSUMPTION Ty 
1948 eof 


According to the Cotton Textile Institute, exports of cotton cloth and yarn 
totaled the equivalent of only 630,000 bales in-1948 as compared with 1,193,000 
bales in 1947, or a decline of 563,000 bales, ‘Expected total cotton consump- 
tion in 1948 is 9,000,000 bales. against 9,555,640 in 1947, a decline of 555,640 
bales. Loss of exports therefore accounts for all the decline in cotton con- 
sumption this year. Exports of cloth are said to have. declined from 1,470” 
million yards to 850 million yards; exports of cotton ith from 92,0 million 
pounds to 27.5 million pounds. “OT FR 
Daily Newel he sote Dec. «1, : 1948, pe Ts 


WEST TEXAS COTTON MORE DESIRABLE NOW 


"The advantage of greater cleanability for short staple cotton, together |. °- 
with improvement s which have been made in its fiber properties and spinning 
performance in the West. Texas area, are placing these cottons . in’ a- Seg more 
favorable light than has formerly been the case." . é 
' “George W, Pfeiffenberger, Textile. Industries, 1 Tee 1988, pe95,- 


CALIFORNIA FARMERS INCREASING ACRSAGE PLANT ED TO: ACALA oer 


Regular Acala cotton in California sold for $160,00.a Hele in 1 1948, | while the 
new Acala 4-42 sold for $166,50. "California cotton men are completely sold 


adr 


on Acala 4-42 and are showing it by planting all available acrgage." The 110,000 
first year yield in 1948 will BES adequate sced for the 1949 planting. 
. Cotton Trade ei eg Dec. 31,°1948, p. 6. 
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OVER 4.0 MILLION BAL®S IN GOVERNMENT LOAN 


According to the Commodity Credit Corporation, well ovér 4,000,000 bales of cot- 
ton had been placed in the government loan through December ®O0th. Because of pres- 
ent price of cotton, however, sizable withdrawals are being made» =~ rt en 


13-1/2 BALES OF COTTON PRODUCED ON 5 Aun 


Je W, Trummell of Bleckley County, geoteils: won a prize-of »$500 growing-16~ 1/2: 
bales on 5 acres, compared with an average of slightly over half a bale -for~the. 
acre for the State. He didn't chop the cotton, growing. 52 ,000 stalks per acre, 
or twice the number farmers would consider a good stand. Fertiliser was Bile 
as a side dressing. Cokér's 100 wilt-resistant seed was used, 
Southern Textile agit, Jan. ‘1, 1949), Pe Oe 

C. M. Adams of Smith County, Texas, appears to have Bea! "the ake Sottel © 
grower of all time." In: 1925 he made 16 bales Cs cotton on 5 acres of unirri- 
gated land, 4 

; Cot ton: ‘Trade soGhaale Jan. 75 1949, Parke 


COTTON MECHANTZATTON TO MEAN FEWER, BETTER EQUIPPED GINS 


Before two more years, half the U. Spe cotton crop will be harvested mechanically, 
according to Horace Hayden, executive vice president of the National Cotton 
Ginners Association. "It means that the crop will be ginned in 90 to 100 days 
instead of twice that amount of time formerly required. ThiS8,in turn, meens ~ 
that radically improved machinery must be installed at great expense to the gin- 
ners.'' There will be probably fewer gins in the future because the re-equipped. 
gins will need larger volumes to meet costs. | 

Cotton Trade Journal, Jan. 7, 1949, p. l. 


COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY AND EQUIPMENT € 
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BENNETT CIPES SOUTH'S ADVANTAGES FOR TEXTILE INDUSTRY 


In the leading, editorial in the American Wool & Cotton Reporter, Dec. 16, 1948, 
the South is.said to. have following advantages for the textile industry: lower 
cost to heat homes, low2r cost to clothe children, lowsr cost due to longer -_ 
growing season and.greater ratio of farmers, native help, less competition for 
college graduates and other he Lp from-other industries, smaller cities, favor- 
able political support for the industry. 


TEXTILE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY GROWING IN SOUTH CAROLINA 


The number of cotton system spindles in South Carolina has climbed from 
5,525,275 in 1944-45 to 5,655,000 in October 1948. Since Jan. 1, 1945, 159 new 
textile plants, costing $163, 235 ,000 and 173 expansions to arising plants, at a 
cost of $77,738 ,000, have pecn built or announced. Within 200 miles of Clinton, 
S. C. are 57 econ of the nation's cotton looms and 63,1 percent of the 
nation's spinning activity. 

American Wool & Cotton Reporter, Dec. 16, 1948, p.. 55, 


BOOM IN TE<TILE MACH’NERY STTLL UNCHECKED 


The textile machinery *ndustry is booming. today.despite: widespread curtail- 
ment of operations in its own domestic market, the textile industry. Pay- 
roll statistics indicate that activity is up more than 50 percent compared 
with a year ago and more than 100 percent compared with prewar, Active 
operations are foreseen for as far ahead as 1950, Approximately 50 percent 
is scheduled for shipments abroad=-mainly to Czechoslovakia ,:Poland, India, 
Burma, and Pakistan. Yomestic demand is reported as coming chiefly’ fron 
the South. . 


Journal of Commerce, Dec. 21, 1948, p. rete 
SACO-LOWELL HAS NEW DRAFTING UNIT, WORKS ON CLEANING COTTON 


According to Eugene C. Gwaltney, vice president, Saco Lowell Shops has in’. 
experimental mill use a drafting unit capable of handling the drawing or 
spinning of any fiber from 1 to 12 inches. Another’devslopment in the ex= 
perimental stage is-use of supersonic sound waves to vibrate’ vegetable :waste 
out of cotton. Mr. Gwaltney also hinted at a radically new approach to the 
cleaning and picking of cotton. Quoting a survey, he said labor costs on 
cotton yarn were 15 times the investment cost, which is way out of line 
with most of American industry. Industry must modernize, he said. 


American Wool & Cotton Reporter, Dec, 16, 1948,p.55, 
Ge Toh Oi eer oO Dee Te 
PRODUCTION OF COTTON TEXTILES AND PROFITS EXPECT'SD TO DECLINE IN 1949 


Production of cotton textiles in 194° will fall short of the totals reached 
in 1948, and profits will be much smaller, according to ©, T, Murchison, 
president of the Cotton Textile Institute, The readjustment in cotton ° 
prices has now reached an extreme and there should he some recovery in some 
items. An improvement in sales volume is expected during the first quarter, 


Daily News Record, Jan, 3, 1949, Ps 1. 
UNITED STATES PRODUCED OVER 30 PERCENT CF WORLD! 5 T EXTTLE FIBERS DURING 1947 


The total world production of cotton, wool, silk, flax, hemp, jute, hard ~ 
fibers, rayon and nylon was about *6.e billion pounds in 1938, 18,7 billion 
pounds in 1946, and 22.8 billion povnds during 1947, The United States pro- 
.duced 84.6 percent, &8.5 percent, and 30.6 percent respectively of the 
World's production of textile fibers during 1938, 1946, and 1947. In 1947, 
the United States produced 48 percent of the world's souton crop; 49 percent 
of the world's rayon output; 6 percent. of the world's wool clip; 56 percent 
of the world's mohair clip; and less than 1 percent of the world's hemp and 
flax, See table 3 for more detailed data. 
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PRICES ANQ NET COST OF USING A COTTON FLOUR BAGS DECLINE DURING THE LAST FEW. 
MONTHS 


The price of new 100-pound cotton flour bags reached a peak of $321.70 per thou- 
sand in January 1948, but since then has declined considerably and was down to 
$237,00 in January 1949. In comparison, the average pri-ce for ‘1945 was $168.67; 
for 1940, #87.38. In January 1949, new cotton bags were %2.75 per thousand 
higher -than new burlap bags and { &122,95 per thousand higher than paper bagse 
From 1941 to 1945, the net cost (thi wan price less seond-hand value) of using 
cotton bags was less than for paper bags, but since then paper has been cheaper. 
During the last several months, however, the spread between the. tyro has. narrowed - 
considerably. 


Table 4.- Mid month prices of 100-lb. flour bags 


ee per tl thousand ) _ 3 
Louis L Prices , second-hand ,N.¥.é Wane/ TNS iNet _c cost, first + user 37 


‘Prices, new, St. 


Year ; “Cotton: Burlap: Paper : Co Cotton: + Burlap: Paper: shasiti on! "Burlap: Di Paper 
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DSRS 
7 Co tion; mers 4 30 canine ~ Cub we a3N; burlap 46 10 oz. out ZaiG papery 13 ‘X “a 
x 36-3/4"s all l.c.1, shipments, From a large bag manufacturers 

2/ For bakery run bags as given in Daily Mill Stock BOP RAAPD: ¢ 


3/ New prices less second-hand prices. 
BAGS; BAG TRADE SEES FURTHER INCREASES IN COTTON'S DEMAND 


Bag trade gray cloth consumption by October 1948, had recovered better than RO - 
percent of the losses suffered during the past five years, reported the Textile 
Bag Manufacturers Association, and signs point to a continued recovery’ in months 
ahead, The cotton. bag industry now fears that not enough yerdage of.37-inch 
48 x 48, 4,00 yard sheeting will be ‘produced to meet the needs. While total 
production of cotton broad woven goods declined 11 percent in the. third quarter 
of 1948, the cotton bag cloth went'up le percent in the same period, Chiefly 
responsible for the increase is ‘the coordinated campaign’ being waged by the cot- 
ton textile industry and the bag trade to "sell bag users on the advantdge or" 
cotton bags over paper." Percentage gains have been made in the important flour 
bag market, and the bag industry is looking forward toward regaining part of ‘the 
lost sugar and salt bag fields. 

Daily News Record, Jan. 3, 1948, p. 18. 
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TIRES: SLIGHT INCREASE EXPECTED IN TIRE SALES IN 1949 


The tire industry sold 84 million tire units in 1948, and "barring unforeseen 

events," should sell 8€ million in 1949, according to John L, Collyer, presi- 

dent of B. F, Goodrich Co. we 
Cotton Trade Journal, Dec. 31, 1948, p. 1. 


(Prewar peak year was 1940 with 61 million. The average tire weight has in- 
creased more than 20 percent in the last ten years.) 


COTTON FABRIC PRICES DECLINE, RAYON FABRIC PRICES INCREAS" DURING THE LATTER 
PART OF 1948, 


Prices of cotton and rayon tire fabrics remained unchanged during the lest month. 
The price of 12/4/2 cotton febric used in passenger car tires declined to 72¢ per 
pound from 76¢ per pound on Oct, 1, 1948, while all rayon tire fabrics for both 

passenger and truck tires incréased 24 to 2.5¢ per pound after Aug. 1, 1948, 


Table oem Puices of cotton and rayon tire fabrics for 
the specified dates, 1948 and 1949 
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1/ Converted to price per square yard on basis of .86 pound for cotton fabric 

~ 12/4/23; and .67 pound for rayon fabric 1650/2. 

He Converted to price per square yard on basis of .86 pounds for cotton fabric 
12/4/23; .54 pound for rayon fabri c3110/2; and: .81 pound for rayon fabric 
Be00/e. 4b .8/ No quctations received, 

Based on Adon from indepéndent np iinich: companies for fabric con struc tions most 

heavily used. - 
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COTTON .TIRE-FABRIC PRODUCTION DECLINING, RAYON TIRE PABRIC PRODUCTION INCREASING 
DURING JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 1948 


The calendar year. 1948 was cheracterized by a steady decline in the produc tion 
of cotton tire fabric for each quarter, while rayon tire fabric production in- 
creased for each quarter. For the first nine months of 1948, the cotton tire 
fabric production comprised 57 percent of the total tire fabric production, as 
compared to 61 percent for the same period in 1947, 
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Table 6.~ Production of tire fabmic in the Upited States 


: Quantities Percentages 
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1/ Shipments of rayon yarn to tire manufacturers, From Rayon Organon, 
Compiled from Census of Manufactures, War Production Board reports, and Facts 


’ for Industry, Bureau of the Census, 


RUGS: NON-SKID COTTON RUG DEVELOPED 


Aldon Rug Mills has developed a non-skid cotton throw rug, which is said not to 
lose this feature under repeated washings, The rug is sold at no increase in 

cost. Throw rugs were said to have been "No, 1 cause of accidents in the home," 
by the National Safety Council. 
Journal of Commerce , Jan. 31,.1949, p..6A. 


"RUGS: ADVANTAGES OF COTTON RUGS CITED 


According to David H, Berman, David H, Berman Co., Chicago, "The customer knows 
that cotton rugs are practical, give long wear and offer both texture and color 
that cannot be duplicated in other. fibers. For the bedroom, cotton rugs give a 
service little dreamed of before ths war. The washability, color range, and 
sizes,from scatter to wall-to-wall,make adaptation for the home, etc, a new. 
theme." 
Journal of Commerce, Jan, 3, 1948, p. 14A, 


ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY NEEDS IVPROVED TEXTILES 


The electrical industry wants new yerns, roving, and fabrics to. use as insula~ | ; 


‘ tion for its vast output of wires, cables and motors, Cotton is still king. in 


the insulation field, said F. S. Mapes, of the works laboratory, General ~ 
Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y., but its position is threatened by varnishes aa 
which can also serve as insulation because of their "high insulating" strength. 
He added that General Electric engineers were hesitant about using new fabrics — 
until the development had been well tested for economy and serviceability. The | 
textile trade, could make the following contributions to the electrical indus- 
try: (1) Output of fabrics with ae heat resistance; (2) production of print ~ 
cloth that need not be calendered with starch because starch resists varnish, 
which is used in insulation; (3) development of a bias cloth with consistent, 
elongation; (4) print cloth without seams, and in considerable longer lengths: fee 
than are used now , because seams meen weak spots in the fabric, 
Daily News Record, Jan, 10, 1949, p. 23. 


NEW TEXTILE FINESH REVEALED FOR COTTONS 


A textile finish which requires no curing, yet which will last through a number of 
launderings or dry cleanings, is well ‘on the way to revolutionizing the treatment 
of cotton and rayon; according to the, manufacturers, American Polynier Corp. of 
Peabody, Mass. Under~-the. name of ram pO 657, this new stiffener bids fair to re-~ 
place starch in the finishing of: textiles Currently sold only. td manufacturers 
of textile finishes, the producti comes as a water-thin material containing 35 per- 
cent: ‘resin solids..--It. requires no high temperature curing because the evaporation 
of the water’ content ‘fully ‘sets ‘the polymerized resin, -- No.. Solvents are used in 
its. manufacture. +t ‘absorbs no ‘chlorine on bleachine, Its non-inflammable and 
non-toxic qualities recommend it for use under about any ccnditidn, 

Journal of Commerce, ‘Dec. 27, 1948, Do» dee 
C10 Ue hh er vat PRODUCTS - Petevepenc este 
BURLAP: LIMITSD SUPPLIES EXPECTED TO KEEP BURLAP PRICES UP. nO rere h 
Consume rs of burlap can expect relatively stable prices during the first half of 
1949. No relief in raw jute costs may be expected until the crop in Pakistan ex— 
ceeds 10,000,000 bales, The current crop has been officially. estimated at slightly 
less: than 8 ,000 3000 bales ‘and it will not be until next July that, any concrete” es- 
timate of the new crop can be ascertained, Prewar U. 5. imports of burlap averaged ¥ 
400 ,000 ,000 to 500,000,000..pounds annually. In the lonr-term period, U. S. consump- 6 
thon (assuming eh nation at incéme to ccntinue) is likely: to be higher, and may 
require imports averaging 600,000,000 pounds per year or more.’ Consumption of: bur=- 
lap in the U. S, durine 1947 was high at 880,000,000 yards during a period when 
pipe lines were being filled. It is expected this figure will drop to around... 
Pat games yards for 1948 and will eventually level off at below this figure. 

Journal cof Commerce, Dec. 31, 1%6,p. l, 


METHOD OF REPAIRING JUTZ BAGS FOUND PRACTICAL /ND ECONOMECAL 


South Africa is experiencing a seye re rei iteta ck of grain bags, and the problem of 
Ve ie existing bags in a fit state of repair has been excesdingly difficult. A 
substance déeveloped'ihn France and merketed i the trade name "Textesive" is now 
being used for patching the bags, A patch is cut of the same material as the bag, 
allowing apporoximetely 1-1/2 reese overlap.all around. extesive is then spread 
around the edge of the pateh, smoothed, and the patch applied squarely over the 
hole or tear and pressed down lightly. A special type powder is sprinkled over 
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the edges of the patch, which are then tapped down sently with a wooden mallet. € ‘ 
The bae is then ready for use. Extensive tests have already been carried out by van % 
South Africa concerns and it has been Okc that she patches are themselves actu- 
ally stronger than the material of which e bag is made. The patches are not af- 


fected in any degree by water, 
E OL yo Jute and Canvas Review, Sept. 1948, p. 8. 


SOUTH £FRICA FINDS NEW FIBER FOR ‘AKING BAGS 


‘Some ‘authcrities regard stockrcos—-or hollyhoek—as more suitable than jute for 
making bags. A naw government factory at Benoni, on the outskirts of Johannesburg, 
has alrea .dy produced a large number of fiber bags from ‘this plant, tut they will 
not be merketed until the factory is completed in about: ‘tire months. The Benoni 
and Nelspruit bag. factories are expected to supply most; if not all, of Scuth 
Africa's urgent need for bazs, thereby saving an annual BRS led ge which used to 
be paid to India for bags. oy : dene , 
Jute. and Canvas Review; Sept. 1948, p. 9. 
FIBERGLAS: NEW CURTAIN 70 BE PLACED ON MARKET ? i 
"Cormized marquisette fiberglas' curtains, first fiberelas* curtains designed for 
home use, are being placed. m the market. They are said ‘te be fireproof, wrinkle- 
proof, shrinkproof and mildéwproof, and are hung while still damp. 

oie f , Daily News Record, oT 5, 1949. 
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FLAX: FULL LINE OF LINEN RUGS AND CARPETS MANUP/.CTURED BY. C/.LIFORNIA COMPANY 


California Cotton Mills Co. (Oakland, California), oldest cotton mill in the 
West, has a subsidiary, Orecon Flax Textiles, which manufactures a full line of 
all linen rugs and carpetings from Oregon flax, Major selling appeal is 
"California" styling, but russ are said te be low cost and very durable, 
Journal of Commerce, Jan. 31, 1949, p. 10s. 


MOHATR: PLAN TO END MISUSE OF THE TERM "MOHAIR" 


According to Nathaniel Duval, sales manager of the Massachusetts Mohair Plush 
Co., a movement by the mohair industry has been launched to end the misuse of the 
term mohair in the upholstery fabrics and other products containing little or no 
mohair. Under the terms of a resolution passed by the National Wool Growers! 
Association, where -the word mohair is used on any product without a statement of 
the percentage of mohair present, the product must contain a mininum of 50 per- | 
cent mohair, Where the product contains less than 50 percent mchair, an exact. 
statement of the percentage present would be required. | 
Daily ‘ews Record, Jan, 6, 1949, p. 5. 


NYLON: TENTS AND FISH NETS DEVELOPED 


"A new e=man pup tent that will keep out water, wind, bugs, and snakes" is now 
being made from vinylite-coated nylon fabric. It weighs 9-1/2 pounds, fits 
easily over an aluminum frame, eae 

Dupont Agricultural ‘ews Letter, Jan-Feb., 1949, p. 8. 


Use of light-weight nylon fishing nets, made by Brcewnell & Co., Moodus, Conn., — 
on the West Coast is amounced. "The nets we formerly used took 122 pounds of 
netting and 139 pounds of tar. The new nylon nets come dyed a fadeproof black, 
and the complete net weighs only 33 pounds. The fishermen here are very much 
enthused over nylon nets-—in the way they handle, because they are soft on the ' 
hands, and in the fact they will not rot or mildew, thus requiring no special 
care or preservatives. The salmon seiners believe that nylon is readily adapt- 
able to replace their present gear, with about one-eighth the weicht in webbing 
alone. The cost of these nets has been very close tc the cost of previous nets. 
| Dupent Agricultural News Letter, Jan.-Feb. 1949, p. 10. | 


NYLON SHIRT INTRODUCED 


Sutton Shirt Co. is introducing an all-nylon shirt with long sleeves and conver= 
tible collar to retail at $8.95. 
Daily News ftecord, Dec. 51, 1948, p.9. 


NYLON: PATENT ON DYEING NYLON WITH DIRECT COTTON DYES ISSUED 


4 process for dyeing nylon fibers with direct cotton dyestuffs was issued by: the . 
Patent Office to James Hutchison MacGregor, Rocking, Braintree, England, assignor., 
to Courtaulds, Ltd,, Londen, The Patent Office description points out that di-._. 
rect cottcn dyestuf’s have little affinity for nylon. The process, provides -for 
an enhanced rate of absorption by the nylon fiber of the cotton dyestuffs. by in- 
corparating in them a water-inscluble condensation product derived from formal-~ 
dehyde and other chemicals. The fibers are then dyed with the cotton dyestuffs 
from an acid dyebath. The patent No. 2,458,397, ccvers five claims, .°~ is 


Daily ‘ews Kecord, Jan, 6, 1949, pe Rl. | 
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NYLON: GREAT BRITAIN HAS LARGEST PLANT IN EUROPE 


‘ British nylon spinners, in en adver tisenent in "Fibres," Nov. 1948, state that 
their new nylon plant at Pontypool is the "largest factory under one roof in 
Europe." It is said to have 1,000,000 square feet of flcor space and to produce 
10,000,000 pounds of nylon yarn annus lly. (Nylon fits well into England's econ- 
omy because it is made from coal.) 


PAPER: $2 MILLION P/.PER BAG PIANT IS PLANNED 


An expansion program to include the construction of a #&,000,000 bag plant will 
be undertaken at Bogalusa, La., by the Gaylord Container Corp. This is in addi- 
tion to a 9,000,000 progrem which the company started last year. The new plant 
will enable the Gompetiy to increase its bag production by 16 percent and box pro- 
duc tion by 52 percent. 

Southern Textile News, Jan. 8, 1949, p. 10 


RAMIE: RFC’ BUYS FLORIDA RAMIE P ROI DUCTS CO. PROPERTY, BUILDING e 
Buildings and real estate of Florida Ramie Products Co. were purchased for r 
~L00,000 by Reconstruction Finance Corp. , which forced the auction sale to sate 
isfy a “606, O79 U.S. District Court, “ami, mortgage judgment in favor of RFC. 
Deily News Record, Dec. 20, 1948, De apr 


RAYON INDUSTRY EXPECTS 8% BOOST IN CiPACITY BY MARCH 1950 


The payon industry" s capacity for preducing rayon yarn and staple is expected to 
reach an annuel rate cof 1,254 million pounds.by March 1950. This compsres with 
an operating capacity rete last Novenber of 1,162 million pounds. Capacity of 
the new Beaunit Mills plant under constructicn at Coosa Pines, alabama, the .. - 
American Viscose plant at Radford, Virginia, and the Indus trial Rayon Corp, plant 
at Point Pleasant, West Virginia, were not included as they are not expected to. 
be in operation before October 1950. Production of rayon broad woven gocds 
totaled &,150'million yards in 1948, 1 percent over 1947 and 60 percent over 
1939, phe 
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 11, 1949,p.13. 6 


SARAN CLOTH SHOWS PROMISE FOR TOBACCO-RAISING TENTS 


4 Velon plastic screening cloth was tried on approximately seven acres of tcbacco 
in the Connecticut Velley, where thousands of acres of cigar wrappers are raised: 


each year under "tents", The plastic cloth was said to provide a greater diffu- 
sion of light, permit a highe r, degree of moisture retention, and afford greater 
protection against frost tha an /HSE ngs in the past. The plastic material, after its 


trial, was said to be in condition for re-use probably several times. Its first 
cost e higher than cloths now used,but the fact that it can be used. for several 
seasons will make it PPBIMP Ay . af 
Science News Letter, Oct. 2, 1948, p,213. 


SILK: JAPANESE RAV pene PRICES EDVANCED NOMTNALLY POR 1949 


U. S. silk stoeks will sell at 1948 prices until March 31; theresfter, silk will 
sell at the new 1949 prices, which run from pe. SO to 45.50 per pcund. The new 
prices are 10¢ to 15¢ higher than the 1948 price. Recertly the prices of 
Japanese silk fabrics were raised 5¢ tc 15¢ per yard over minimum levels on 
these goods in 1948. 

Journal of Commerce, Dec. 27, 1948, p, le, 
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VINYON: STAPLE BLENDED WITH ¥OOL IN CARPETS 


American Viscose's HH Vinyon staple is now being used in broad loom carpet to 
get a special aesthetic effect. It currently sells for $1 a pound, but increased 
production will probably bring a reduction, 

Journal of Come ak ‘Dec. 30, 1948, pe 12. 


Because of a higher percentage of Vinyl acetate then fens earlier Vinyon CF, 
Vinyon HH has a lower heat resistance but has good bonding qualities and is 
twisted with wool in the yarn, shrinking the wool and giving it a permanent em- 
hossed ef°ect. The exact process used by Firth has not been revealed, 
Daily News Record, Jan. 5, 1949, p. 33. 


WOOL: “CARPET OUTPUT UP IN 1948: 26 PERCENT HIGHER THAN 1947 


The carpet industry set a production record of 90 million square yards of wocl 
carpets and rugs in 1948, an increase of over 19 million square yards or 26 per- 
cent over 1947, according to Merrill Ay, Watson, president of Carpet Institute. 
Consumers purchased 83 million square yards. Due to world-wide increased con- 
sumption, the price of carpet wools made extreme advances in 1948. 

Wall Street Journal, Dec. 31, 1948, p. 5. 


WOOL: CHEMICAL-BONDED RUG PRODUCED 


The first successful production of a chemically-bonded broadlcom rug, with wool 
fibers embedded in rubber, was announced by Pioneer Carpet Mills Corp., Patterson, 
N.J.- Laboratory tests indicate o7 percent improvement in abrasion resistance. It 
was stated that consumers will get one-fourth to one-third higher pile for their 
money. 

Journal of Commerce, Jan. 6, 1949, p. 17, 


WOOL: WOOL TROPICAL MARKET SAID TO BE LOST 
Recently, F. Eugene Ackerman, executive director of the #merican Wool Council, 


stated that unless wool textile manufacturers immediately combat the energetic 
promotion of rayon in men's tropical-weight suits, they are in grave danger of 


‘losing one: of their most important markets by default. It also was stated that 


for..a comparatively small expenditure now, the wool textile industry can protect 
itself against the inroads of substitutes, but that, once these substitutes are 
allowed to gain hold, it is doubtful whether money, effort or ingenuity can dis- 
lodge. them. This statement was disputed in an article in the American Wool and 
Cotton Reporter (Dec. 23, 1948), which said that the wool tropical market is 
already lost and that the promotion cf 100 percent wool fabrics will only result 
in possibly increasing generally the sale of all fabrics on the basis of style 


-and.this will include synthetic as well as wocl materials. The following reasons 


were given: (1):The long-established wool industry cannot afford to spend as much 


money as the synthetic industry. (2) Wool fabrie, in certain characteristics, is 


as good or: better than the synthetic material, but the synthetic material also 


may have certain characteristics which are superior to those. obtainable in the 


wool'fabric, (3.):The evenness in the yarns as spun and in the cloths @8 woven 
is distinctly superior in the synthetic fabric to the average wool fabric. (4) In 
the. question of, relative. value, the consumer rather than the wool grower or the 
wool manufacturer is the wa tiene arbiter of this question, "There are not so 
many" manufacturers , distributors and consumers who feel that the synthetic prod- 
uct is inferior. (5) Other factors enhancing the use of synthetics are: relative 
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strength of fibers, good value, attractiveness of styles offered, comfort given 
consumers during warm weather, and manufacture by woolen industry of inferior 
wool fabrics at prices which ere out of reason. ; 

American Yool & Cotton Reporter, Dec. 23, oi6"s ne i 


T EX BIL Book ES Badeh Col aahnthD rabet.l CA TION 
NEW BEDFORD TEXTILE SCHOOL TO GIVE B.S. DEGREES 


New bedford Textile School has received the right to present B.S. degrees for the 
first time.in its 5l-year history. The decision by the Massachusetts Board of 
Collegiate Authority places the schocl on a college level. It now has 246 stue 
dents and has spent $450,000 on equipment in the last 10 years. 

Daily News Record, Dec. 23, 1948, p, 12. 


AUSTRALIA ESTABL T SHES. NEW TEXTILE TRAINING SCHOOL 


Textile machinery worth more than £80,000 has been bought in England for Gordon 
Institute of Technology , Geelong, hustralials first center for higher textile 
training. .A 3-year diploma course in textile chemistry and textile industry will 
be given, and it aims to "raise the level of textile research to that of Leeds 
University." 

Wool Digest, Dec. 23, 1948, p. 2. 


C OTT ONS EE D AND» P.Byh NUTS 
VEGETABLE OIL. /ND. MELL PRICES MUCH BELCW YEAR AGO 


Prices of. domestic vegetable oils declined during the last month and are very 
substantially lower than a year ago. Meal prices, except linseed meal, dropped 
considerably during the lest month, the decline being $8,lk per ton for cotton 
seed meal; $4.62 per ton for peanut meals; $4.18 per ton for soybean meal; and 
$11.62 per ton for coconut meal. Current meal prices are much lower than one 
yeer ago. (Table 7), 


149 FIAX GOAL SET 


The United States flax goal for 1949 is to harvest 3,025,000 acres, cr 36 percent 
below the 4,710,000 acres planted in 1948, but. some 30 percent above the prewer 
1937-38 acreage. The 1948 record crop of approximately 50,000,000 bushels exceeded 
the annual requirements for domestic use by about 14,000 5000 Sohal se 

Journal of Commarce, Dec. 23, 1948, Re 13% 


VEGETABLE OTL AND LéRD OUTPUT INCREASES OVER 1948 
Total cutput of cottonseed, soybean, ccrn, and peanut oils in the le months begin- 


ning October 1948 is likely to be about 400 million pounds larger than the produc- 
tion of 3.2 billion pounds a year earlier. In 1947-48 , stccks were drawn upon 


for 150 millicn pounds, bringing them down to e43 million. pounds on October 1, 1948, 


smallest since 1926, Lard and grease production will rise because of an 8 percent 
rise in the 1948 fall pig crop and an estimated rise of 10 percent in the 1949 
Spring pig crop compared with a year earlier, 

Demand & Price Situation, Jan. 12, 1949, p. 12. 


Because of large production, prices of fats and oils have beén declining. Fats 
and oils were the biggest risers in the postwar inflation, averaging 240 percent 
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above 1939 quotations in 1846, egauss of inercasing procustion, prices are 
sliding steadily downward, Tiis means cheaper soap; shortening, and salad 
oils, and less costly lard for hig commercial bakars, | 

‘Wall Street Journal, Jan, 11, 1949, p. 1. 


PROTEIN: DRACKETT PRODUCED 50 P"RCENT MORE SOYPEAN PROTEIN THAN . PREVIOUS YEAR 


According to the Drackett Co.'s ‘annual datos their production of soybean 

"Ortho Protein" increased by more than 50 percent over the. previous year. 

"This improvement snabled the ‘plant to’ keep abreast of sales increases..... 

Significant quality gains were made......Ortho Protein was sold during the 

year for use as 2 coating agent for book and: label papers, cardboard and wall- 

paper, as an adhesive in the manufacture of shotgun shells, box board and simi- 

lar products, also in shee polishes, fire fighting foam and other miscellanecus 

uses. The product has been approved by manufacturers in additional new 

ficlds Vase." 
. Drackett Co. annual kien 1948, p. 16. 


PROTEIN: IMPROVED SOYBEAN FIBER PRODUCED BY DRACKETT CO. 


An improved fiber from soybean protein has been developed in the pilot plant 
and laboratory during the past year, according to Roger Drackett, in Drackett 
Co.'s annual report. 'We cannot say when Azlon textile fiber will be ready," 
he declared. There are still many problems unsolved that relate to measurement 


and control of variables of which there are many in a chemical process of this 


kind. "While the company has made a considerable investment in this project, 
it is our judgement that we must’ proceed cautiously rather than risk a false 
start, which would jeopardize the product's future." 

Daily News Record, Dec, 23, 1948, p.10. 


UREA SEEN TO HAVE GREAT POTENTIALITIES AS SOURCE OF PROTEIN FEED 


Mcre than @ million tons of urea-containineg feeds already have been fed to 
livestock in place of ordinary plant protein feeds such as cottonseed meal, 
Ammonia salts or urea can he fed te cows in amounts equivalent to one-third of 
their normal protein ration. Since this substitute protein feed can be made 
from the constituents of air and water, the potentialities are enormous. 
Carl 5, Miner, before Society of Chemical Industry. Reported in 
Jc onda I of Comuerce, Jan. 10, 1949, p. 17. 
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NEW RECORD RICE OUTPUT SEEN IN U.S. THIS YEAR 
Ci Bye P 

The United States rice crop in 1948 exceeded that of any previous year, accord= 
ing to the United States Department of Arriculture. ‘Total rice producticn was 
estimated at 81,000,000 bushels, neerly 4 percent above the revised estimate of 
78 5250 ,000 bushe Is in 1947 end almost double the .yearly average for the ten 
years 1926 to 1985. The large output is cue mainly to the record acreage, 
since the eidide sort deve is slightly below average, . 

. Daily Mi 11" Stock Reporter, Dec. Ro, 1946, De 4. 
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LINTERS AND CELLULOSE 
PRICES FOR PURIFIED LINTERS AND WOOD PULP “RE UNCHANGED 


Prices for purified linters and wood pulp remained unchanged during December, 
with purified linters continuing to be priced lower than acetate and cupra grade 
wood pulp, The average annual price of linters pulp for 1948 was slightly more 
than 5 cents per pound less than in 1947, Prices of ae wood pulp have 
increased more than a cent a pound since 1947, 


Table 8.— Average annual price of purified linters and dissolving’ 

‘wood pulp, 1939-48 apie 
1 i(CentSrper pound) Oe Feehan sereeeee 
Wood pulp Rian ss 


Year : Purified : Standard > High-tenacity : Leetate 

: linters 1/ + viscose : viscose : &.cupra 

: eh a IOS eae tk erade. Soe 
1939 3 906 ‘ 3477 : - : - 
1940 : 6.6 : 4,06 ‘ 5,00 f > 5_G0 | 
1941 : 7.6 : 4,25 : 5,00 £9 5,00: 
1942 : Bak : 4,25 ‘ 5.00 : 5.00: 
1943 : 9,2 : 4,25 : 5,00 iT 5625 
1944 : 8.8 : 4,63 : 5,00 a 5.90 
1945 3 8,68 : 4,75 ; 5,00 “eek 5.56: 
1946 : 9.50 ; CS 9 5.85 ‘ no Ligdieiaios 
1947 16.3 7.03 : 7.44 Lath Sele 
1948 : 11,25 7.95 : 8.44 3 9 a0: 
1947, December ; 15,25 7.45 » : 4a : 8.60 
1948 , November :; 9,55. : 8.20 : 8.70 : 9,00: 
1948, December 9.55 : 8,20. ‘ 8,70 ; 9,50: 


1/ Weighted averages, 1939-48. On 7 percent moisture basis, f.o.b. pulp plant. 
Average freight to users is 0.5 cent per pound, Prices supplied by a pro- . 
ducer. . 

2/ Average of monthly prices, 1939-48. Compiled from Rayon Organon and from 

~ letters to us from producer. Wood pulp prices are 10 percent moisture - 
basis, f.0.b. domestic producing mill, full freight, and 3 percent transpor= 
tation tax allowed, Dec. 1, 1947 on; freight equalized with that Atlantic 
or Gulf port carrying lowest backhaul rate to eopphresbarrncoey ee 3 percent ee 
backhaul charges, prior to Dec. 1. 


—— 


DISSOLVING WOOD PULP SUPPLY AND CONSUMPTION 


Domestic production, imports, exports, and quantities available for domestic - 
consumption of dissolving wood pulp are given in table 9. 
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Table 9.— Dissolving wood pulp: Production, exports, imports, 
and quantities made available for consumption, U.S., 


1939-48 
(Tons ) 
: : $ $ ~~ shvailable for for 
Year : Gangs te ; Imports 2/ : Exports e/ :domestic ‘con=- 
production ., af , 
I : | :sumption 3/ 
L9B9e snes sam eet 4/ : ‘86 ,052 ; 48 232 : 4/ 
1940. sees mewenle’ 4/ (3 bay ihSy 945 Sx) Ldelty BOO: -rogt af 
TA Goin Fe sas wad 4 a 121,130 : 34 ,03€ : 4/ 
1982 ce veers eee s 4/ : 134,270 : 28 , 576 : TA eae 
1A er sessotee 4/ oP IZ9;379 : 22 884 RES: earn 
1 Didcesshssctegencaiseitane : 4/ : oh Ue 2 ae 10,729 : 4/ 
LO45 PHP FPP, 002 EPMMCMES OREN f “ieee 16/050 + - 4/ 
1946, PPA .n0 le 202 ,192 p \h tepigy : 4/ 
LOS ZapcatfMANE DS Pay eee : 248,606 he, 0.589 aaa 5 le e 
1947, Jan.-Oct..: 272 244 : 206,187 : 9,368. : +469,063 
1948, Jan.—Oct..: 297,894 : 206,311 : 12,973 : 491,232 
1947, October...: 29,650" ‘ R6,252 : 895 s + §5,007 
1948, September. : r9,665 ; 24,164 - 586 : | 93,443 
1948 , October...: 29,093 : 175273. : 576 4 45,790 
1948, November..: G2_805°  s oe. 4 4/ : 4/ 


ee ee eee 


1/ Sulphite, ‘bleached, dissolving grades. From Fects for Industry, Pulp and 

~ Paper Manufactures, Bureay of the Census. . ’ 

ey Sulphite , bleached, a end special chemical grades. Data fron foreign 
commerce Statistics of the United States, Bureau of the Canoes 

3/ Production plus imports less exports. 

4/ No data... | a Pees 


INDIA TO’ IMPORT CELLULOSE: LATER EXPECTS TO DEVELOP ON SUPPLY ; a. 


According to Jean L. DuPlant, sales manager for Oscar Kahorn, Ltd., India: 
will import pulp and some other raw materials necessary .to rayon production -— 
when its mills start operating. However, India has vast timber resources which 
will be developed as soon as there is a large enough demand for rayon grade: 
pulp. In addition, India has a huge supply of cotton linters, without:a - 
linterinz industry to make use of it. There is also an abundance of short 
staple cotton now being used for mattresses and waste only. These two sources 
of cellulose may also be developed as demand for ray:n pulp increases. Tests 
have been made on bamboo, which is also in more than adequate supply. The 
results of these tests have been very promising, with 92 to 95 percent alpha 

content in the laboratory, but there is still a question of whether output ee 
this cellulose might be increased, 

Journal of Commerce, Decs: 2), 1948, p14. 


FIBERS FROM CYANOETHYL ETHERS OF CELLULOSE PROPOSED 


"Tt would appear that attention is now to be focussed on the cyanoethyl ethers 
of cellulose (these are similar to the hydroxyethyl ethers except that the hy- 
droxyl is replaced by the cyanothyl group), The production of these has become 
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possible now that acrylonitrile is cheaply available in commercial quantities, 
These cyanoethyl ethers, made by reacting cellulose with acrylonitrile in the 
presence of alkali, are usually soluble in water or aqueous alkali and are ine 
soluble in organic solvents: but it has been discovered lately (E.P, 605357) 
that they can be further reacted with an excess of acrylonitrile in the pres- 
ence of a strong alkali, so as to yield similar products but soluble in acetone 
and methyl ethyl ketone. Such products contain 2-1/2 to 3 cyanoethyl groups 
per anhydroglucose unit in the cellulose molecule. Their solubility in acetone 
and similar solvents makes it possible to use them for the manufacture of new 
synthetic fibres by a dry spinning method, The new cyanoethyl ether cellulose 
fibres have the useful high softening temperature of around 270°C. and a low 
water absorption: they can be dyed with acetate rayon dyes and the depth of 
shade obtainable is greater as the cyanoethyl content is increased, 

Fibres, November 1948, p. 442, 


NEW CELLOPHANE PRODUCERS SOUGHT 


DuPont is offering free licensing, engineering data, etc. to get other com- 
panies to enter the cellophane business. The Dept, of Justice charged DuPont 
with monopolizing this business in December 1947, and asked that it sell some 
of its cellophane plants. Since then DuPont has cancelled its own plans for ex- 
pansion, Interested vrospects are Olin Industries, William k. Grace & Co., and 
Freeport Sulphur Co, A minimum investment of #20 million is required. In 146 
cellophane sales totaled $62 million, with DuPont's share, $46 million, and 
American Viscose Co,, which makes cellophane under its own patents,the remainder. 
The price of cellophane was cut from »e.65 a pound in 1924 to 33 cents, but last 
year it was increased for the first time and is now 45 cents a pound (47 cents 
for waterproof type). Based on these prices, production was estimated at 160 
to 175 million pounds per year, but since then Viscose has expanded. Cello+ 
phane's rivals include Celanese's acetate film, production of which runs about 
10 million pounds yearly with 60% additional capacity recently added, and 
which sells for 63 cents a pound. 

Wall Street Journal, Jan, 14, 1949, p.l. 


.solthomcun ‘te ae ihevs vloe io 
ads. gt el iastao lignin atin onokuitee Mak? Oe 
oat 18 bas fimils agowae. tC Tesew ah whdvlos VELR 
_ (3e6g08 oie) Ylotel | Dowewooerh: heed: eel oF hit te. 
=v0ty: wht ak olittinolyres Yo. Sk eaxe, tus. ‘asin Kati 
enmtogy nk aldulve ted atowbowg teltake pba . 
oi Lydtec Mey & ct S\iek nike Py9d- BS: Co ae 
vr dees ob Biliduloe hed? ,elegilow eeolyliae § Hi 
‘Wed Qo ywioswaa eat t:2 mone bam cd elitasog fees 
aolulioe telte Lyltooaero wor ‘hs ebotiten : fi ie 
ok: m ta «DOTS Drzro$gr de OWI SETHE \ nal geltcs | ‘ot 


‘Yo déych eA? bas eovh moved etedups- Adtw boxt: pe a Tce . ¢ 4 es 
<4. sbeaartot ab taatngs: watt eration dink igs eter 4 
ae of si Lt tialioad Braap) ah i raat 
iin ; it 

geile: “noma : 


“m9 tet. dou of 606 ,0d4b wadteen Pas: etobamott oot? 4 atnetio ef tix 
$eUA heniads coliaul Wo pda eat _etactteud ents t ‘ann 1edne o¢ setne 
omos ifoe sk. tact bovaia hae’ gPhOL qedepoad at: seoaltud ata oq: ‘ina iw 
xe Sol gaclq nwo aft balloonee acd Snood aeasy wonte ” perl i y ast: 3 s 
tits ¢9fS 2 99670 oi ooh LDS pestedeuhat nh ote stoneotere iden wiat.. Wickenae: | 
del wT” .byttvags ah mtifte ORM ia ¢ Saotavwmnt penkadie A * droqeoyt ae 
BRR, 6 tikba. Oh¢ ouade o?gncdal As by emo tldim’ 29% Ho lag . wit 
, mobeibadiad aid stootey neo odt wee enti Lice aéedarn dole. , eset -ne 
sel sud etien eG OF O82L al baw ea, Sy mat wee eew saatrokies 
agnee Sb) kas 2 92009 Gb win at tan Gat) Seay walt WO 4 
O3L. $6. Cedonites sew nokteubowy pevole; wmont ac. beable fhe tire 
“OLie)  .duSqsoxs ect secoskl pede wonfe | eT Tape % 
Suede bourt Hoty Yo. aodteutony. alPh eicduen S*orvmele) <u f: 
1, le fbeabs yikes oom Ntteegee fans hekbta ohh val ves 


ob +4 ¢ ShOL qh eit & efi eric Bo vse iii 


ti3s 


ha tg foe he 


